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W E L C O M E

What’s in this sample
Real pages from the full packs

Thanks for downloading. This sample has pages from the Junior Topic Pack, the Timeline & Poster Set and the Family

Activity Pack. Every fact is checked against a named source, listed at the back.

PACK FOR

Tudor Forts Junior Topic Pack Ages 7 to 11, schools and families

Tudor Forts History Detective Pack Ages 11 to 14

Tudor Forts Family Activity Pack Families, ages 5 and up

Tudor Forts Spotter’s Field Guide Adult history fans and travellers

Tudor Forts Visit Journal Visitors of all ages

Tudor Forts Timeline & Poster Set Classrooms and home

The full packs are at tudor.forts.im/shop/.

A B O U T  T H E  F A C T S

Some questions about Henry VIII’s coastal forts have no single answer, and even pages from the same organisation

sometimes give different dates or figures. Where sources differ, we show what each one says, rather than picking one.
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F R O M  T H E  J U N I O R  T O P I C  P A C K

Label the Tudor gun fort
From the Junior Topic Pack. Answers: 1. central tower · 2. rounded bastion · 3. gunport · 4. parapet ·
5. moat · 6. drawbridge · 7. cannon
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A Tudor gun fort seen from the side. Our own simplified drawing, not to scale, not a copy of any real fort, plan, map, scan, print or photograph.

Word bank: cannon · central tower · drawbridge · gunport · moat · parapet · rounded bastion
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F R O M  T H E  P O S T E R  S E T

The Tudor forts timeline
From the 1490s to 1984

1490S

Dartmouth builds gun towers (English Heritage)

1512

A gun tower is built at Camber (English Heritage)

1537

John Arundell asks the king to protect the River Fal (English

Heritage)

EARLY 1539

Pope Paul III arranges a treaty between France and the

Holy Roman Emperor (English Heritage)

FEBRUARY 1539

“The device of the king”: a plan to improve the defences
(English Heritage)

27 DECEMBER 1539

Anne of Cleves lands at Deal and rests at the unfinished

castle (English Heritage)

OCTOBER 1540

The three Downs castles are finished (English Heritage)

1541 TO 1544

Hurst Castle is built (English Heritage)

1544

At least 38,000 men go to France (English Heritage)

1545

The Mary Rose sinks in the Solent (English Heritage)

1546 TO 1547

Yarmouth, the last fort of the programme, is begun (English

Heritage)

1547

Deal has 57 guns (English Heritage)

1559

Upnor Castle is begun (English Heritage)

1570

Deal has only 17 guns (English Heritage)

1588

The “Great Armada” (English Heritage)

1595

A small Spanish force raids Cornwall (English Heritage)

1596 AND 1597

Another Armada heads for Carrick Roads and is stopped by

bad weather (English Heritage)

BY 1600

Paul Ive’s bigger fortress surrounds Henry’s castle at

Pendennis (English Heritage)

1639

The Battle of the Downs (English Heritage)

AUGUST 1646

Pendennis surrenders after a five-month siege (English

Heritage)

25 AUGUST 1648

Deal surrenders after a siege (English Heritage)

1  TO 19 DECEMBER 1648

Charles I is held prisoner at Hurst (English Heritage)

1667

The Dutch sail past Upnor (English Heritage)

1802

William Pitt makes Walmer his main home (English Heritage)

1885

A minefield is laid across the entrance to Carrick Roads

(English Heritage)

1905

Walmer opens to the public (English Heritage)

1940

A German bomb badly damages the Captain’s House at

Deal (English Heritage)

1956

St Mawes passes to the care of the state (English Heritage)

1984

Yarmouth comes into the care of English Heritage (English

Heritage)
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F R O M  T H E  F A M I LY  A C T I V I T Y  P A C K

An angle bastion
Seen from above

An angle bastion is usually shaped like an arrowhead with four straight sides.
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Credits, licence & help
The small print, kept short

Y O U R  L I C E N C E

This is a free sample from REALLYBYTE. This file is for your own personal use: print as many copies as you need for yourself and your
household. Please don’t resell it, re-upload it or share it publicly. For club, school or commercial use, please email info@reallybyte.com.

All drawings, charts, puzzles and layouts are REALLYBYTE’s own original work. Drawings are our own simplified impressions: not photographs or copies
of real objects, buildings or maps, not to scale, and not copied from any plan, print, photo or book.

W H E R E  T H E  F A C T S  C O M E  F R O M

Every fact in this pack was checked against the source pages below on 3 Nov 2026. Where sources give different figures, we show each one with its
source rather than picking one.

English Heritage: History of Yarmouth Castle: www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/places/yarmouth-castle/history/
English Heritage: History of Deal Castle: www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/deal-
castle/history-stories/history/
English Heritage: Tudors: War: www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/story-of-
england/tudors/war/
English Heritage: History of St Mawes Castle: www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/places/st-mawes-castle/history/
English Heritage: History of Walmer Castle: www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/places/walmer-castle-and-gardens/history-and-stories/history/

English Heritage: History of Portland Castle: www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/places/portland-castle/history/
English Heritage: Deal Castle, history and stories: www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/places/deal-castle/history-stories/
English Heritage: History of Hurst Castle: www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/places/hurst-castle/history/
English Heritage: Upnor Castle: www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/upnor-castle/
English Heritage: History of Pendennis Castle: www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/places/pendennis-castle/history-and-stories/history/

Not affiliated with English Heritage, the UK government, any other government or any museum. Their names, and the names of the places they look after, are used only to
identify the places and sources discussed. All pictures are our own simplified drawings: not reconstructions, not scale plans, and not copied from any site plan, map, guidebook,
scan or photograph.

N E E D  H E L P ?

Useless can’t help (he’s an eraser, and he’s busy rubbing out the bits he got wrong), but we can.

Problems with your file, or spotted something we should fix? Email info@reallybyte.com.

More free Tudor fort facts and games: tudor.forts.im


